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The Prophet and the Presidents is a study of the influence of Ellen White upon the administrative

leadership of the Seventh-day Adventist Church from 1887-1913. While enriching the understanding

of a new generation of Adventists, it will deepen their appreciation for her work as they learn of the

struggles and joys, pain and sorrow in the development of the church.
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Valentine, G. M. (2011). The prophet and the presidents: Ellen G. White and the processes of

change, 1887-1913: A study of Ellen White's influence on the administrative leadership of the

Seventh-day Adventist Church. Oshawa, Ont., Canada: Pacific Press. ISBN: 9780816324859, pp.

383. Kindle edition, $9.99.Reviewed by Stanley E. Patterson, PhDStanley Patterson is the

Executive Director of the Christian Leadership Center and Professor of the Christian Ministry

Department of Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan, USA.This book exposes a period

(c. 1888-1913) in Adventist history and in the life of Seventh-day Adventist prophet Ellen White that

has been poorly reported and historically underexplored. Many of the episodes dealt with in the

pages of this volume can be appropriately described as painful and troubling. As the Seventh-day

Adventist Church matured and adopted organizational structures to deal with the complexities of

growth, human nature and the predictable corruptions wrought by power and control revealed

themselves in the lives of men and women charged with the sacred duty of providing spiritual

leadership. The church and the ministries functioning as extensions of the church suffered the



dysfunction and at times the abuse of leadership gone awry.During these years Ellen White, though

physically distanced from the General Conference leaders due to her move to Australia, remained

active in bearing testimonies intended to guide and influence actions and the direction of the church.
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